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Reflexivity

Confidence in the conclusions from a field research study is also strengthened by an honest and informative account 
about how the researcher interacted with subjects in the field, what problems he or she encountered, and how these 
problems were or were not resolved. Such a natural history of the develop-
ment of the evidence, sometimes termed reflexivity, enables others to 
evaluate the findings. Such an account is important primarily because of the 
evolving nature of field research.

Qualitative data analysts, more often than quantitative researchers, 
display real sensitivity to how a social situation or process is interpreted 
from a particular background and set of values and not simply based on the 

Reflexivity  An accounting by a qualitative 
researcher that describes the natural history 
of the development of evidence; this enables 
others to more adequately evaluate the 
findings

Exhibit 8.7 The Desistance Process for Violent Female Offenders
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